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In this media release: 

• CQLA conference celebrates the profession 
• Kat Walker receives the Justice Peter Dutney Prize 
• Katina Kyreakou recognised for her contribution to the profession 
• A conversation with Katina Kyreakou 
• The Golden Gavel brings laughter to the closing lunch 

 
CQLA Conference celebrates the profession 

 
More than 100 people gathered in Rockhampton for the 2026 Central Queensland Law 
Association conference, bringing together the local profession and colleagues from 
further south for two days of learning, friendship and a little competitive mischief. 
 
Held on 25 and 26 September at the Rockhampton Leagues Club, the conference paired a 
warmly received educational program with social events that gave delegates time to enjoy 
the company of people they more often encounter across a negotiating table or 
courtroom. 
 
Artificial intelligence was a recurring theme, with sessions exploring what responsible 
use looks like in practice, the risks for firms and the view from the bench. Alongside those 
discussions, the program made room for the human demands of legal work, including 
professional judgment, ethical responsibilities and the effects of vicarious trauma. There 
was plenty to consider about how we practise, as well as the tools we use to do it. 
 
The strong judicial presence was particularly welcome. Chief Justice Helen Bowskill, 
Justice Graeme Crow, Justice Michael Jarrett, Justice Steven Middleton and Magistrate 
Peter Kuskie contributed to a gathering in which regional practitioners could engage 
directly with members of the judiciary. Saturday’s family law Hard Quiz, featuring Justices 
Jarrett and Middleton alongside Katina Kyreakou, provided a particularly lively setting for 
that exchange. 
 
For a profession so distinctly created and needed by humanity and society, these 
connection opportunities with each other matter. A conversation over coffee can become 
the connection that makes it easier to pick up the telephone when a difficult issue arises. 
The conference offered plenty of those conversations, with experienced practitioners and 
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newer members of the profession sharing both the formal program and the tables 
afterwards. 
 
Friday’s Profession Dinner, presented by Stewart Title, was a celestial feast under the 
stars. Framed by the dramatic sandstone of Customs House and the contemporary 
architecture of the Rockhampton Museum of Art, the Hummingbird Café courtyard made 
a memorable setting for an evening celebrating the profession and its people. 
 
Rachel, Chef Ryan and the Hummingbird team created a generous menu that moved from 
house-baked dark rye sourdough, vitello tonnato and stretched curds to sirloin cooked 
over coals and roast chicken. Dessert brought buttermilk ice cream, lemon myrtle curd 
and green ant snow. Chef Ryan and his team had been up Mount Archer gathering the ants 
themselves, taking the brief to source locally rather more seriously than might be 
expected. 
 
The Hon Alexander “Sandy” Horneman-Wren SC delivered a thoughtful Toast to the Law, 
reflecting on the importance of law in society (and through history) and giving the evening 
a welcome moment of reflection. Chief Justice Bowskill’s considered response was 
warmly received. 
 
The dinner also recognised two people whose contributions have helped strengthen the 
Central Queensland profession. Kathryn “Kat” Walker received the Justice Peter Dutney 
Prize for her contribution as an early career lawyer, including her leadership of the CQLA 
Early Career Lawyers subcommittee.  
 
Katina Kyreakou received a Queensland Law Society 25 Year Recognition Pin, marking a 
substantial contribution to the profession and an occasion warmly celebrated by 
colleagues and friends. 
 
Afterwards, the conversation continued at ShineBox. It proved a popular extension of the 
evening, although Saturday morning suggested that a few delegates had pursued 
collegiality with more stamina than foresight. Coffee did useful work. 
 
The conference closed with the Golden Gavel Competition, where five entrants made the 
case for replacing conventional court attire with a standard court tracksuit. Larissa Zeil-
Rolfe of Fisher Farmer Lawyers took first place, with Courtney Brown runner-up, in a 
competition that delivered a generous final round of laughter. 
 
CQLA thanks its speakers, judicial guests, sponsors and delegates, together with the 
committee and organisers whose work brought the event together. Particular thanks go 
to returning platinum sponsor Solace Advisory. Thank you to all our sponsors including 
Stewart Title Australia, SignedX, Queensland Law Society, DLV Finance, Family Law 
Practitioners Association of Queensland, Morgans Financial Limited, Latter Kennedy 
Accountants and Business Advisors, Lexon Insurance, Art of Estate Planning and Legal 
Services Commission. 
 



 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 6 

 The quality of the presentations gave delegates much to take back to their practices. The 
warmth of the gathering gave them good reason to come back to Rockhampton. 
 

Kat Walker receives the Justice Peter Dutney Prize 

 
Kathryn “Kat” Walker has received the 2026 Justice Peter Dutney Prize, recognising the 
contribution she has already made to the Central Queensland legal profession and its 
wider community. 
 
Named in memory of Justice Peter Dutney, the prize recognises a lawyer with five years 
or less post-admission experience who demonstrates professional excellence, meaningful 
community involvement and a commitment to life beyond work. It acknowledges that a 
lawyer’s contribution extends beyond the matters on their desk. 
 
Admitted in 2022, Kat is now a prosecutor with the Queensland Police Service. Her 
experience includes work in public prosecutions and private practice, but it was her 
sustained effort on behalf of others that stood out in her nomination. 
 
As Chairperson of the CQLA Early Career Lawyers subcommittee from 2024 to 2026, Kat 
brought initiative and care to the role. She encouraged the people around her and, when 
the inevitable gaps appeared in a volunteer committee’s workload, stepped in to make 
sure the work was done. 
 
Her leadership of the 2025 circus-themed Law Ball was a notable example. Kat helped 
bring together a well-supported event that welcomed the wider community, developed 
relationships with sponsors and donors and supported the Shelter Collective. Her 
contribution extended well beyond securing support for one evening. She took care to 
involve supporters and build their connection with CQLA and the local profession. 
 
Kat also developed professional education opportunities for younger lawyers in 
Rockhampton. Working with Queensland Young Lawyers, she helped deliver sessions 
from Old Supreme Court Chambers that were livestreamed to practitioners further south. 
That work gave local early career lawyers another opportunity to learn together while 
extending the reach of a regional initiative. 
 
Beyond practice, Kat maintains close family connections in Rockhampton and her home 
community of Gin Gin, with Pilates and enjoys a party or coffee with friends.  
 
The prize is a fitting recognition of a lawyer who has used the early years of her career to 
make the profession more welcoming and better connected. Kat has given her colleagues 
opportunities to learn, to contribute and to enjoy one another’s company. Central 
Queensland has been the beneficiary. 
 

Katina Kyreakou recognised for her contribution to the profession 
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Katina Kyreakou’s Queensland Law Society 25 Year Recognition Pin was an opportunity 
for the Central Queensland profession to celebrate a familiar combination of sound 
judgment, fierce conviction and unmistakable laughter. 
 
Presented during the CQLA Profession Dinner by Deputy President of the Queensland Law 
Society, Sarah-Jane McDonald, the pin recognised a milestone in a career that began with 
her admission in 1998. Sarah-Jane shared words of reflection on Katina’s career at the 
Profession Dinner and honoured her service to the law.  
 
Now Special Counsel at Life Law Solutions, Katina has practised with several of the 
region’s firms, including Grant & Simpson, Colin Fleming and Company, Maddens Lawyers 
and Swanwick Murray Roche. 
 
Her work has encompassed private and legally aided family law matters, including 
appointments as an Independent Children’s Lawyer and Separate Representative. 
Colleagues know her as an advocate who understands the people behind a dispute and 
can tell their story persuasively, while remaining clear about a lawyer’s obligations to the 
court and the need to give candid advice. 
 
That candour is part of her care for clients. Katina believes in telling people what they 
need to hear, including when their position is difficult or their expectations need to 
change. 
 
Her contribution also reaches beyond individual matters. She was among those who 
advocated for a resident federal family law judge in Rockhampton, an effort that helped 
secure the appointment of Anne Demack. She has long made herself available to junior 
practitioners seeking collegiate advice and continues to contribute to CQLA’s work. 
 
When organising the 2026 Conference, Katina needed no formal invitation to help. Before 
being asked, she was checking whether conference dates had been settled and identifying 
speakers for the family law stream. Her earlier intention to take a break from association 
duties did not survive a colleague needing a hand. 
 
Her former principal, Ross McLellan, once observed that when Katina becomes passionate 
about something, the sensible course is to let her go and catch her on the way back down. 
Those who have worked alongside her will recognise the advice. 
 
The pin provided a welcome occasion to acknowledge the years of service behind that 
energy, and the many clients and colleagues who have benefited from it. 
 

A conversation with Katina Kyreakou 

 
What has kept you committed to family law over such a long career? 
The people. Family law involves people making important decisions at a very difficult time 
in their lives. You need to understand their circumstances and what matters to them, then 
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help them work out a practical way forward. The law gives you the framework, but you 
still have to listen. 
 
What professional principle matters most to you? 
Giving honest advice, even when it is not what a client wants to hear. Our duty to the court 
comes first, and doing a proper job for a client includes telling them when they are wrong 
or when a proposed course will not help them. Those conversations are part of the work. 
 
What do you value about practising in Central Queensland? 
The relationships. You know the people you work with and you can pick up the telephone. 
We can disagree strongly about a matter and still treat each other with respect. That 
makes practice better for us and for the people we represent. 
 
What would you say to a practitioner who is reluctant to ask a senior colleague for 
help? 
Make the call. Do your preparation and think about the question, but do not sit there 
struggling because you think you should already know everything. Experienced 
practitioners ask questions too. Most of us are very happy to help someone who is 
learning. 
 
Your colleagues say you are quick to volunteer when someone needs a hand. What 
draws you back to CQLA? 
Knowing the people involved and caring about what we can do together. A conference or 
a good family law session only happens because someone puts time into organising it. If I 
can help bring the right people together, I am happy to contribute. 
 
How do you make room for life outside practice? 
Family, friends, a good meal and travel when I can manage it. I have enjoyed visiting places 
as different as New York, Japan and Peru. There is plenty happening at home too. I like 
having people around me and making the most of opportunities when they come. 
 
Is there a phrase your clients or colleagues would recognise immediately? 
“Matter for you.” My job is to explain the position and give clear advice. Once someone 
understands their options and the consequences, the decision is theirs. I suspect a few 
colleagues could finish that sentence for me. 
 

The Golden Gavel brings laughter to the closing lunch 

 
The case for compulsory court tracksuits received an unexpectedly thorough airing at the 
closing lunch of the 2026 CQLA conference, as five Golden Gavel entrants put their powers 
of persuasion to distinctly unconventional use. 
 
Contestants were presented with a challenge “The fictional Queensland Judicial Attire 
Modernisation Commission had proposed replacing conventional court attire with a 
standard tracksuit. Competitors had four minutes to make the strongest possible case for 
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the reform. Legal authorities and footnotes were prohibited, leaving wit, imagination and 
confidence to carry the submissions.” 
 
Larissa Zeil-Rolfe, Courtney Brown, Matt Taylor, Cameron Schroder and Chantal 
McNaught all delivered entertaining prepared speeches before answering questions from 
judges Justice Graeme Crow and CQLA President Robert Rooney. The questioning gave 
each entrant a chance to show that their humour survived beyond the prepared page. 
 
Every speech drew laughter, and all five competitors met the occasion with clever 
advocacy and good humour. There was, however, only one first prize, and it was a bottle 
worth making an effort for. 
 
Larissa Zeil-Rolfe of Fisher Farmer Lawyers took the honours and a 2021 Henschke Hill 
of Grace Shiraz, valued at $1,000. Courtney Brown placed second, receiving a 2021 
Henschke Mount Edelstone Shiraz valued at $250. Both impressed the judges and 
audience with witty presentations and quick responses. 
 
The entire competition was completed within 40 minutes, a pleasing demonstration that 
five lawyers can make their points, answer questions and finish promptly when 
sufficiently motivated. 
 
It was a fitting close to the conference. After two days considering the demands of 
practice, delegates left with a final shared laugh and considerably more argument in 
favour of elasticised court attire than they were likely to need. 
 
[ENDS] 
 
 
 
 


